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BEIRUT -- Squalls of rain lashed the offices of Carmen
Geha and other young activists. Thunder rolling off the
Mediterranean provided a cadence to their work. The
weather was a little like politics this weekliebanon--
turbulent and baleful. And Geha, optimistic against the
odds, was determined to provide a glimmer of hope.

Lebanon finds itself in a familiar place these days,

facing the unknown. Its worst crisis since the 1975-90 civil war builds to a climax at midnight Fridi
when the term of PresideBmile Lahoudends. Despite weeks of French-led mediation, Lebanon's
factions appeared unlikely to reach a consensus on Lahoud's replacement by the deadline, plung
country into a constitutional limbo that sets up scenarios as diverse as the country's problems: riv
governments, military rule or a vacuum, along with the civil strife each option could bring.

Geha and her colleagues readily admit the confrontation is bigger than they are. But on Wednesc
organized a protest outside the parliament, planning to deliver a blunt demand, in the hopes that
would join them. Enough of a crisis, they said, that has brought a country still scarred by one war
brink of another.

"The worst thing is that the rest of the world thinks we're condemned to this," said Geha, 22, shal
head. "I'm sick of being a cliche."

Their campaign is called Khalass! -- Arabic for enough. It is a word heard oftBairirt cafes, where

talk of politics is sometimes banned, and in taxis, whose drivers lament traffic snarled by a 13-mc
opposition sit-in downtown. To Geha and her colleagues, the appeal is simple. But their protest, «
in a nexus between hope and futility, possesses many of the contradictions that drive the crisis fc
democratic system not always that democratic, in which disillusionment rivals a sense of inevitab

"We have to scream out that the situation is unbearable, that the deadlock will lead to war, that th
politicians aren't doing their job in Lebanon,” Geha said.

Her words were driven by anger that defied helplessness. As she spoke, the protest only two hou
activists hurried in and out of the campaign's 10th-floor office, its desks littered with manif@stos,
wrappers and overflowing ashtrays.

"Why do you see 30 activists here and not 30,000?" Geha asked. It was a question posed often t
"Why aren't there thousands of people doing this?"

This round of Lebanon's crisis is ostensibly over parliament's choice of a successor to Lahoud. B
roots go far deeper. On one side is a coalition around the American-backed government that clail
legitimacy from a series of demonstrations that culminated March 14, 2005, and led to th&emnasof
29-year military presence in the country. On the other is an alliance bdtigebnllal) a Shiite Muslim

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/22/AR2007112200832_pf.html Page 1 of 4


http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Syria?tid=informline
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Hezbollah?tid=informline
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3618/3/0/%2a/o%3B140061741%3B0-0%3B1%3B4475171%3B4307-300/250%3B22799552/22817435/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/f00ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/31863346/wpnxxfsi0070000310inv/direct/013188320
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=pf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/lebanon.html?nav=el
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Emile+Lahoud?tid=informline
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Beirut?tid=informline
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Oreo+Cookies?tid=informline

From Hopeful To Helpless At a Protest In Lebanon 11/29/07 12:00 AM

group supported blyan and Syria, and Christian followers iichel Aoun a former general.

Unlike Lebanon's civil war, often characterized as a Christian-Muslim conflict, this crisis has mobi
the country's Sunni and Shiite Muslim communities against each other, with Christians divided be
the two camps. At stake are questions fundamental to Lebanon's identity: its stancésiasatte
influence of foreign patrons here, and the balance of power among the country's communities. Tc
the choice of president will reflect the relative strength of one side or the other.

"This is the real Lebanon, you are seeing it now," said Sarkis Naoum, a columnist for al-Nahar
newspaper. "When we say the Lebanese state, we are lying. We don't have a state. There is no
people. There are Lebanese peoples.”

"Who talks in the name of Lebanon?" he asked.
Geha and her colleagues think they do.

"Tuck in your shirt,” she told one of the activists as they gathered in the office to run through the
preparations for the protest.

Gilbert Doumit stood at the front. An organizer, he was one of a handful of people who, over coffi
cigarettes, came up with the idea for the Khalass! campaign in July, bringing together several act
groups. "What we were afraid of is now here," he recalled thinking. "We're at the door of another
war." Before the group on this day, he spoke with an urgency tinged with an intoxicating playfulne

"We need cigarettes," one activist shouted.

Everyone donned their T-shirts. "Enough!" they read in Arabic. "Who wants to be the spokesman
asked the tall, bearded Doumit. "Who speaks Arabic, English and French?" Other questions follo
Who would make the statement at 2 p.m.? Where would the activists hide before gathering at
parliament? Who would send out the 3,000 e-mails and 2,000 text messages by cellphone urging
to join the protest?

"Join Khalass! activists NOW on the stairs of the parliament!" the e-mail read.

The last instruction followed: Everyone needed an excuse to give to police officers manning barri
for why they wanted to enter Place de I'Etoile, the home of parliament.

"Not all of us can be going to get coffee," Geha said.

Geha was working on a master's degree at the American University of Beirut when clashes erupt
another university in Beirut in January. She decided then to leave school and work full time as an
activist. As she drove to Wednesday's protest, she confessed to sharing a trait that sometimes d¢
Lebanon: She thrived on the country's chaos. Lebanon's lack of order meant there was always ar
opportunity to bring about change. But these days felt menacing and ominous. She shared with n
others a resignation that the crisis would persist. But she had to do something. Otherwise, she s¢
would haunt her,

The car passed through streets soaked with rain. The gray sky accentuated an urban landscape
sometimes seem funereal: poster after poster pays respect to the dead, victims of assassination
"So that Lebanon lives," one reads over the face of a murdered politician.

"| feel like I'm living in a city whose glory is based on dead people,” Geha said.
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The 30 or so activists waited in nearby restaurants and cafes. At 1:52 p.m., the signal arrived; Dc
headed for parliament. Geha followed, along with other groups of three and four people each. Un
umbrellas, on the steps of parliament, they unfurled two banners.

"Enough!" the banners read, the black and white offering a resolute contrast to the cream-colorec
of the parliament building. "Together for Lebanon."

Police and soldiers responded. The building's black iron doors were shut. Metal barricades follow
Commanders spoke in a formal Arabic that conveyed sarcasm. "My brothers," one said. "If you pl
Another grew angry, arguing with Geha and others.

"We're not allowed? This is our parliament!" Doumit insisted.

Ten minutes later, Doumit and Youmna Fawaz, 25, stood on the square's black brick to read a st
Fawaz managed only a few words, a call for "an open-ended national dialogue," before police stc
her and escorted the few reporters from the square. It was a symbol, in a way, of the status quo,
dominated by many of the warlords who waged the civil war, where the unquestioned loyalty of re
communities is taken as a given. In the sometimes cynical backroom negotiations that define poli
here, that fealty means that nobody has to listen. No one else's voice has to be heard.

"Unfortunately, we live in a country you call democratic, but as you can see, it's a country where -
can't make an impact,” Doumit said, his long hair wet as a rain began driving again. "The whole \
involved except us. The Saudis are involved, the Syrians, the Americans, the Iranians, the Frenct

Arab Leaguebut not us."

By 2:30 p.m., the e-mails had gone out. So had the text messages. Geha made calls. She asked
reporters to come. Their reply: Which side are you on? She called a lawyer to help them negotiat
police. And she called friends, urging them to join.

"They should be on their way," she said.
A little while later, Doumit called out, laughing, "Support has arrived!"
It was his 26-year-old sister, Jinane, with two friends. No one else came.

The afternoon wore on, police no longer hassling the small crowd. Every so often, the protesters
out in the national anthem. "All for the country," it went. But the mood was somber. Sara Mourad,
year-old student, stood under her umbrella.

"When | see this, | lose hope, in a way," she said.
She planned to leave the country after she graduated.
"Anywhere is safer -- or more predictable," she added.

Geha took a break from the rain, sipping coffee in a restaurant that takes its name from the squa
former prime ministeRafigq al-Hariridined before he was assassinated in February 2005, an event
over time, helped give rise to today's crisis.

"Every hour that passes is a wasted hour," she said. "They have to answer us."

Will they? "They should. They should,” Geha answered.

It was a plea rather than a demand, her words more helpless than angry.

“There's only so much we can do," she said.
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BEIRUT -- Squalls of rain lashed the offices of Carmen Geha and other young activists. Thunder rolling off the
Mediterranean provided a cadence to their work. The weather was a little like politics this week in Lebanon --
turbulent and baleful. And Geha, optimistic against the odds, was determined...

- By Anthony Shadid

Comments

ripvanwinkleincollege wrote:

The US seems to support democracy when it suits our interests and oppose it when it does not. Lebanon has a
democratically elected Shia plurality, with policies the US and France oppose. So instead we supported the same
old formula of a Christian president and Sunni vice president used under the French colonial government in
Lebanon even though these no longer reflect demograhics in Lebanon. Why are we so surprised at this
outcome? If the realities of this situation had been recognized in the 1970s, there would have been no
opportunity for revolutionary Iran to send in Hezbollah. The only way out of this is to empower the Shia plurality
to govern- as in Irag- so that non-extremists can compete with the extremists. The Iranians are beginning to
chafe under Islamic law rule, and will eventually throw it off. Afghans were, for the most part, thrilled to get rid of
the Taliban. Notice that in Irag, where free elections were allowed for the entire country, the majority of Shia did
not back the militant factions and as a result there is a civilian government. If Lebanese Shia continue to be
dissed by the rest of the country, then this only encourages the continued dominance of Hezbollah. The Arab
world is going to have to evolve through their current infatuation with radical Islamists, and the only way this will
occur is if they actually have to taste the rule of such idiots. Once they do, they will not want to remain with them-
as we will soon see in Iran if Bush and company allow them to make a peaceful change to their society. Our
intereference, over the long term, only strengthens the hand of the extremists who cry, "The US is oppressing
Muslims". This is the real "generational struggle"; peaceful recognition of the need to change, not threats of force
by outsiders.

11/23/2007 6:00:58 PM

FedupwithPolitics wrote:
With the army taking over, that just means Syrians wearing Lebanese uniforms.

The "Paris of the Middle East," indeed!
11/23/2007 3:40:42 PM

dbu2709399aolcom wrote:

The protestors should not be allowed inside Parliment. They are more likely to act up like CODE PINK in the US
with their screaming antics or maybe one of them is plotting to kill politicans.

Even in the USA, some assassinations have taken place during Congressional business and the government
buildings must be protected from those who would like to bomb them and kill politicans.

Yes, Hariri was murdered in Feb. 2005 and so have other Cabinet members from his party in the past 2 years.
Any chance of arrests or trials to punish these murderers? Even the UN is being blocked from trying to see
justice for this horrible murders attempting to demolish the government of Lebanon.

Member of Hariri's party live in bunkers away from their families as their only means of survivial. Terrorism must
never be accepted as a way to take over government and yet look at Hamas of Gaza. They murdered Fatah
politicans and not one dares to seek arresting the Hamas men who murdered them in cold blood back in June
2007. It is just disgusting to see these murderers get away with their crimes.

11/23/2007 1:43:47 PM

thall1 wrote:

allzfine is absolutely correct. When your national government is defined by religion and/or tribal affiliation, no one
can be happy and democracy is doomed. Religion and/or tribal conflict is the reason that there are no successful
democratic Arab governments. At some point, the people have to say "Khalass" or enough of the religious clerics
and other zealots who continue to hold the Arab societies back. And for those that use Israel as a convenient
excuse, that old excuse no longer resonates with the world.

11/23/2007 1:37:42 PM

thom4sw1 wrote:

Well don't worry about it. Uncle Sap will squeeze you in between Iraq, Iran , and Pakistan. WE have plenty of
lives to spare, and an unending supply of money from the Middle Class workers of America to be squandered.
Everywhere but in America, that is. Just give ol' George a call, or if you last till after next November, it won't
make a difference, because whomever is in then , will bail you out.... What do you have to barter with ? Any oil
there ? Well, no matter, Congress and the Senate are philanthropists if nothing else, and we'll come to your aid.
That is , if they don't have to use their money, or put their or their sons lives on the line.

11/23/2007 8:05:30 AM
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allzfine wrote:

Democracy is not always easy, especially when differences between persons is based on religion rather than
philosophy. My suggestion is the advancement of a law to follow the American constitution that there shall be no
national establishment of religion nor support thereof. | am a religious man, but | would never vote for a
representative on the basis of his or her religious view.

11/23/2007 7:23:55 AM

abroadventure wrote:

| am certain that the headline alone gets the Israeli leaders in a feel-good frenzy. After all, isn't it their goal to
always push people back to the stone ages when they have breakthroughs in the pipeline. www the
radioavenger com You CAN handle the truth!

11/23/2007 7:23:53 AM

timscanlon wrote:

| think they might be on to something. The situation is such a drag in so much of that region that there really is
room for a full-on political party founded on the premise that 'enough is enough already'.

The only people left there who aren't sick of the killing is the idiots with guns.

11/23/2007 5:34:27 AM

sardony1 wrote:

i HEARD MANY YEARS AGO

BEIRUT WAS VERY NICE.

NOW, COMPLETELY DUST.

tHE OUT SIDE ARAB COUNTRIES MUST LEAVE. JUST LIKE OTHER FOREIGN
COUNTRIES SHOULD LEAVE THE MIDDLE EAST.

11/23/2007 2:11:53 AM

R49Thomas wrote:
The answer is quite simple.

(1) One man, one vote.

(2) An honest count of the voters and the votes.

The result (assuming continued Shi'ah support) - Michel Aoun.
Secondary result: prosecution of the kleptocrats.

11/22/2007 10:35:29 PM


http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;151228022;21167510;l?http://save.ingdirect.com/promo/promo_set.asp?p=%9ASPSZ%AA%5C&Redirect=19
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;150529809;17836555;s?http://investorplace.com/order/?pc=9BA104
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/cityguide/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/metro/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/rentals/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/shopping/front.html?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_contact.html
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help',%20'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.pluck.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/mypost/index.html?newspaperUserId=allzfine&plckUserId=allzfine
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/delphi/delphirules.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/mypost/index.html?newspaperUserId=abroadventure&plckUserId=abroadventure
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/delphi/delphirules.htm
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/mypost/index.html?newspaperUserId=timscanlon&plckUserId=timscanlon
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/delphi/delphirules.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/mypost/index.html?newspaperUserId=sardony1&plckUserId=sardony1
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/delphi/delphirules.htm
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/mypost/index.html?newspaperUserId=R49Thomas&plckUserId=R49Thomas
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/delphi/delphirules.htm
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/JobSearchServlet?featuredemployer=53
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topicpages/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_welcome.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/devices.htm
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/bookmark_ff.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/nsStatic
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/post/natweekly/
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/subscriberservices
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/
http://www.washpost.com/
http://washingtonpostads.com/
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washpostco.com/index.htm
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BvTIiYuRNR6HWFabgaZ7F4OsJwvbrHaq83Z0EwI23AbDbBhABGAEgtIP6BSgDOABQ9LWypvj_____AWCnA6AB_LPA_wOqAQ13b3JsZF9hcnRpY2xlsgEWd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbcgBAdoBXWh0dHA6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dwLWR5bi9jb250ZW50L2FydGljbGUvMjAwNy8xMS8yMi9BUjIwMDcxMTIyMDA4MzJfQ29tbWVudHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDmAPoA_UF6AOFBvUDAgQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=1&adurl=http://arablounge.com/p45index.cfm&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BFBEhYuRNR6HWFabgaZ7F4OsJvP27LZSq5-oBwI23AdDWiQMQAhgCILSD-gUoAzgAUJ7FyawDYKcDoAHM9pH8A6oBDXdvcmxkX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFdaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA3LzExLzIyL0FSMjAwNzExMjIwMDgzMl9Db21tZW50cy5odG1sqQLKdZpO8gtbPsgC1NK3A6gDAegDmAPoA_UF6AOFBvUDAgQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://my.monstergulf.com/create_account.html%3Fspl%3DMGG_Lebanon_Dest&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BRpsLYuRNR6HWFabgaZ7F4OsJpofOIZ716MUCwI23AZDlIhADGAMgtIP6BSgDOABQgr_IkgFgpwOqAQ13b3JsZF9hcnRpY2xlsgEWd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbcgBAdoBXWh0dHA6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dwLWR5bi9jb250ZW50L2FydGljbGUvMjAwNy8xMS8yMi9BUjIwMDcxMTIyMDA4MzJfQ29tbWVudHMuaHRtbMgC6o-QAagDAegDmAPoA_UF6AOFBvUDAgQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.emirates.com/lb/index.asp%3Fcid%3DGoogle07SEMLB6003&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;126645563;17836555;r?http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;69272584;14997706;d?http://myservices.equifax.com/1Q04_cw
http://www.weitzlux.com/medtronic/recall_1891525.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/mesothelioma/lawyer_1055.html
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/team/football-jerseys.htm
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-koozies.htm
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;127061005;17836555;b?http://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=632065
http://www.wirefly.com/plans/verizon-wireless/
http://www.wirefly.com/plans/t-mobile/
http://www.wirefly.com/plans/at&t/

